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NOTE ON THE GRAMMA LORETO OF POEY. 

Ky TIIEOHOKE OIKS,. 

I. 

Iii 186S Professor Poey described a new generic type of fishes under 
the name Gramma loreto , and referred it to the family Pereidce and sub- 
family Lutjanini , next to 2 res opr ion ( Lutjanus ). 

In 1871 Professor Poey detached the genus Gramma from the family 
Percidw* and described it in an appendix to that family. He did not 
indicate his views as to its relationship, but noticed a resemblance to 
the Pomacentrids , from which, however, it was said to differ in the sep- 
aration of the lower pharyngeal bones. 

In 1S75 the same naturalist, in the preliminary list of families and 
genera of his “Enumeratio Piscium Cubensium” (p. 5), retained 
Gramma in the family Percida ’, but as “ incerta* sedis.” 

In 1S75 Dr. von Bleeker referred the genus to the family u Pseudo - 
chromidoidei n and subfamily “ Gichlopsini 
In 1887 Professor Jordan created a new family name for the genus 
(Gram mid a'), which he interposed between the Lobotidw and Sparidw. 

I had come to a similar conclusion as Dr. Bleeker long before the ap- 
pearance of his articles, as to the family relationship of Gramma , although 
inclined to refer it nearer to the Plesiopinm than the Cichlopinw. Ilad 
Professor Jordan been aware of this view as to its relationship, he would 
probably have adopted it. In order that the question may be opened and 
investigated, I call attention to these facts, and add references to the 
notice and descriptions of the Gramma loreto and the family Pseudochro * 
midida\ That family urgently needs investigation. Nothing is known 
of the anatomy of the various genera that have been referred to, and it 
may be that it is not a homogeneous one. Dr. Gunther and his followers 
have indeed widely separated its constituents and have associated them 
with forms with which they have apparently little affinity. If we may 
judge by appearances, however, and the gradation in the proportions of 
the spinous and rayed portions of the dorsal, the genera referred to the 
family by Bleeker appear to be at least related, but whether as members 
of one family or of two remains to be ascertained. The resolution of 
such questions would be a boon to ichthyology. Unfortunately the 
poverty of collections accessible to me prevents my own investigation 
into the matter. 

* J’en ai ddtachd aussi lea genres Gentropomm et Uhijpticas comma types (le families 
distinctes; et les genres anomaux de Gunther (?. c p. 51), Pojonoperca et Prionodes , 
ainsi que mon genre Gramma , non moins anomal. Voyez les observations de Mr. Gill, 
Proc. Phil., 1861, p. 46. (Ann. Lyc. Nat. Hist., N. Y., v. 10, pp. 62, .36.) 
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II. 



SYNONYMY OF GRAMMA LORETO. 

Gramma lorcto Poi:y, Report. Ffsico-Nat. do Cuba, t. 2., pp. *200 (not 200), 401 (not 
501), 1S08. 

Gramma lorcto Poky, Annals Lyc. Nat. Hist. N. Y., v. 10, p. 75, pi. 1, upper fig., 1871. 
Gramma lorcto Poky, Anal. Soc. Esp. do Hist. Nat., t. 4, p. 02, 1875. 

Gramma lorcto Bleeker, Natuurk. Yerli. k. Akad., Amsterdam, v. 15 (Pscudochromi - 
c loidcs , p. 3), 1875. 

Gramma lorcto Jordan, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mas., 1SS0, p. 582, I8c7 (name only). 

The type of this species was given by Professor Poey to the Cambridge 
u Museum of Comparative Zoology/ 7 and is doubtless still to be seen 
there. 

ill. 

SYNONYMY OF FAMILY PSEUDOCIIROMIDID.E. 

z=Pscudochromidcs Muller & Troschel, Horns Ichthyological, part 3, p. 22, 1849 (in- 
cludes Plesiojys , Pscudochromis , Cichlops ). 

= Pscudochromidw Richardson, Encyel. Brit., 8th ed., v. 12, p. 288, 1856 (includes 
Cichlops , Plcsiops , Pscudochromis). 

= Pseudoehromidoidci Bleeker, Eninn. Sp. Piscimn Arch. Ind., p. xviii, 1859 (includes 
Pscudochromis, Cichlops , Plcsiops, Pscndoplcsiops). 

XPseudochromids ( Pscudochromida- ) Richardson, Museum Nat. Ilist.,p. 120, ISG5 (in- 
cludes Cichlops, Pscudochromis , Pseiuloplesiops. r Nolollicuia). 

=p8cudochromides Klunzingkr, Verhandl. k. k. zool.-bot. Gcsellsch. Wien, v. 21, p. 

517, 1871 (includes Plcsiops, I'scudochromis). 

^>Plcsiopidw Gill, Arr. Fain. Fishes, p. 11, 1872; Johnson’s Now Univ. Cycl., v. 3, p. 
1283, 1877. 

= Pscudochromidoidcs Bleeker, Natnnrk. Verhandel. k. Akad., Amsterdam, D. 15, 
1875. 

= Pseudoehromidoidci Bleeiceii, Areh. Norland. Sc. exactcs et nat., t. 11, p. 320, 187G. 
XPseudochromidcs Day, Fishes of India, p. 2GG, 187G (includes Opisfhoguathus, Pseu- 
dochromis). 

XPseudochromidcs Kluxzixger, Fische des Rothcn Meeres, 1. Th., p. 123, 1884. 
]>Grrt«;mida? Jordan, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 1880, p. 582, 1S87. 

Xaudidw s. f. ( Plcsiopiua ) Gunther. 

Trachiukhv s. f. (Pseud ochromides pt.) Gunther. 

The family is divided by Dr. Bleeker into three phalanges, viz, Pha- 
lanx Cichlopsint, with Cichlops , Pscudochromis , Pseudoyramma , Gram- 
ma (erroneously said to have been established in 1S71), and Traehinops ; 
Phalanx Plesiopini, with Plcsiops and Paraplcsiops : Phalanx Pseu* 
doplesiopini, with Pscudoplesiops . 



